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The Homeless Families
Foundation is a place of opportuni-
ty not only for our families but also
for you!  Your talents, interests and
ideas can add important measure
to our success while making a dif-
ference in the lives of children and
their parents.

Review this menu of options
and youÕll find a rewarding, 
enjoyable or challenging 
opportunity just right for you.
¥ Learn about HFF first-hand by

taking a tour of our facilities.
Call ahead to arrange a convenient time.

¥ Attend our annual fundraising events: the Spring
Benefit (May 21) and Come Home for the Holidays
(November 7, 2008.)

¥ List homelessfamiliesfoundation.org with your website
Favorites and visit there regularly.

¥ Encourage your friends and family to add their names
to our mailing list. Notify us by email or call the office.

¥ Attend or host a house party in your neighborhood to
widen HFFÕs circle of supporters and friends.  Contact
Rozanne Landers, Development Director, at 
614-461-9247 for information.

¥ Serve as a point person for a friendsÕ email blast to
respond to urgent needs at HFF.  Collect the needed
items and deliver them to the office.

¥ Grow in your knowledge and help diffuse the myths
around homelessness. 
These possibilities may spark another idea for you.

Please talk with us and letÕs discover together your 
important place with HFF.

from the Executive Director...

Adrienne Corbett

ANNOUNCEMENT!
Annual Spring Benefit

May 21, 2008  ¥  6:30 pm to 8:30 pm

Hosts for 2008 are Melanie and Michael DeAscentis, Jr.

Contact Rozanne Landers at 614-461-9247 for tickets and information

Thank you, Honda!
...........for this fantastic gift!  

This exclamation came from Executive Director,
Adrienne Corbett, as Honda Manufacturing and its suppli-
ers presented HFF with a 2008 Honda Odyssey at a recent
vendorsÕ conference at the Aladdin Shrine Center.  HFF
was chosen for the award after Honda reviewed the needs
of local non-profits.

Corbett and Board Chair, Jim Hopkins, accepted the
keys on behalf of the entire HFF staff who will utilize the
van in providing support for families.

Corbett continued, ÒThis beautiful Odyssey means a
great deal to HFF and to our work: safety, size and 
comfort for transportation needs as well as a visible sign 
to our families that although they are on hard times they
are valued.Ó

WeÕll be thanking Honda on a daily basis!

First trip for our new 2008 Honda Odyssey
to deliver Easter baskets to the families.  
In the pictures: 
Shawnya Thomas, receptionist;
Adrienne Corbett, executive director;
Natalie Meade, case aide; and Dennis
Bromagem, finance assistant (l-r).

The Homeless Families Foundation is the grateful 
recipient of generous and appropriate donations of food,
household accessories, clothing, linens, and other items
needed for families to live safely and comfortably.
Unfortunately, we are bursting at the seams and must limit
what we can accept.

The family units are small. There is no space for 
decorative items.  

The best way to assist our families with clothing is to
provide new clothing or gift cards to all-purpose stores
such as Meijer or Target.  

Babies are special! We all want our children looking
clean and fresh. New or Very gently used clothing is 
appreciated. 

Every child that enters HFFÕs shelter program receives a
new toy to help relieve the stress of moving.  In order to 
safeguard the fragile egos of the children we must also
decline used toys.    

HFF units are furnished with essential, sturdy furniture.

Before donating furniture, ask yourself: Would you use the
item?  Will the item fit in a small apartment?

Our partners such as Goodwill, Salvation Army and
Amvets are set up to efficiently manage these donations.
The best part is that our families often benefit from your
donations to these groups. Please call Julie or Karie at 614-
461-9247 before bringing your donations to the office.
They can help you decide if we are the best organization
for your donations

Join our Donation Warriors and receive e-mail alerts
when we are in need of specific items.  To join, e-mail
jlovegrove@homelessfamiliesfoundation.org with ÒDonation
Warrior Sign-UpÓ in the subject line. 

Check our website for updates on what items are 
needed.  Visit  www.homelessfamiliesfoundation.org, then
click on ÒHow You Can Help.Ó 

Your consideration and cooperation with these guide-
lines will help us create an efficient process to ensure that
our families receive the supplies they need.  

Needed: The Right Stuff



When Board of Trustees Chair Jim Hopkins looks back
at his five years of Board involvement at HFF, he sees an
organization in transformation. This is familiar territory for
the man who nurtured his own Hopkins Printing company
from a start-up in his garage to an award-winning, multi-
million dollar company in a 75,000 square foot facility.  

Jim knows first-hand the vital needs of a growing 
organization and continues to use this experience to assist
HFF in completing its own conversion, from a volunteer
organization to one that is professionally-staffed.  One
important challenge, according to Jim, is the constant
search for harmony, balancing what is needed for our 
families, what is desired from contributors, and what is
required by the Community Shelter Board as well as state
and federal funding sources. 

Jim became involved with HFF after meeting founder
Teresa Dowd when she was presented with the Franklinton
Award in the late 90s.  He was struck by TeresaÕs sincere
interest in and emphasis on children, a legacy that is 
continued today, over ten years later, by a board of 
compassionate people with the desire to share their good
fortune.

There are many things about HFF that continue to
inspire Jim: the impressive work of Dowd Center Director
Gale Hacker and her staff of teachers; the youngsters who
enjoy the nurturing and stability of the Dowd Center; the

generosity of many people he has met through the Board;
and the dedication of the staff, who are willing to work
long hours for HFF families in residence.

Jim is pleased to serve HFF and to lend his perspective
and leadership experience to the organization.  Explaining
the amazing achievement of his own company, he says, ÒIt
was a series of short steps on a long path.Ó  As Board
Chair, Jim is a natural to guide HFF down its own path of
continued excellence and inspired service.  

TThhee  MMiissssiioonn of the Dowd Center:  To provide a safe, secure and caring environment to children and their families

as they work through their current situations.

TThhee  VViissiioonn of the Dowd Center: Through the implementation of developmentally appropriate learning experiences,

homeless and a-risk children will experience a willingness to explore and discover life-time learning concepts.

TThhee  ffii rrsstt--sseemmeesstteerr  rreeppoorrtt  ccaarrdd::
Ñ Seventy-three primary, elementary and middle school youth received over 7,700 hours of tutoring and enrichment.
Ñ Participation in the Ghost Story Program at Thurber House 
Ñ Welcomed our licensed therapist on board to provide intervention for severe and chronic behavior issues.
Ñ Thanksgiving Dinner provided by Jones Middle School for children attending the Center and their families.
Ñ Attended the Columbus ChildrenÕs Theatre production of ÒThe Greatest Christmas Pageant EverÓ.
Ñ Welcomed the Middle School tutor in December.
Ñ Kindergarten through Middle School field trip to Zoo Lights.
Ñ ÒCelebration of Our ChildrenÓ program for the holidays.
Ñ Twenty children from Kindergarten through 5th grade attended the ÒNutcrackerÓ.

In October 2007, the Homeless Families Foundation
Program staff was the honored recipient of the 2007 Hero
Award from the Community Shelter Board (CSB) for their
significant contributions toward ending homelessness. The
words of Barbara Poppe, Executive Director of CSB,
describe the honor and its meaning:

The Community Shelter Board presents
awards to those who have made 

significant contributions in their work
toward ending homelessness. Your team
was chosen to receive this award because
of your exemplary work during overflow

season.  You have effectively placed 
families into housing and have been on
call for families even during this high

demand period. We appreciate the 
services you have provided for the entire
family system. Your leadership and hard

work toward ending homelessness
demonstrates the worthiness of this honor.

Although the HFF program staff consistently excels in
measurable outcomes, it is the Òabove and beyondÓ that

makes them worthy of this honor; being on call for 
families, working long hours, and balancing heavy case
loads while maintaining Òhigh performerÓ status by 
successfully placing families into permanent housing,
makes them worthy of this extra appreciation. 

ÒWe just want to guarantee that no child will feel the
effects of being homeless.  We want their lives to be as
normal as possible.  We are able to do this because we
work as a team,Ó reflected Erin Maus, HFF Program
Manager. HFF Executive Director Adrienne Corbett agrees:
ÒThis award is yet another reminder that when good 
people work together as a team the outcomes can only 
be positive.Ó  

The HFF Program staff credits this perspective in great
part to former program staff member TJ Tutko, who 
recently passed away.  ÒTJ lit up any room that she walked
into.  She helped both families and staff remember that
every obstacle can be overcome,Ó said Maus. 

HFFÕs Board Chair: A Natural

Jim Hopkins with his wife Arnie.

The Dowd CenterÕs Mission in Real-time

HFF Program Staff Recognized for Performance Excellence

Our 2007 Hero Award
winners: Erin Maus, 
program manager;
Stephanie Jordan-Smith,
program director; with
case managers Todd
Lewis, Monica Morgan
and Cheryl Brewer (l-r).

HFF is GOING GREEN!
In an effort to save trees and increase efficiency, HFF will soon begin sending 
more info and updates via e-mail.  

Do we have your address?

There are three ways to provide your address to HFF:
1. Send an e-mail to jlovegrove@homelessfamiliesfoundation.org.
2. Call the Main Office at 614-461-9247.
3. Include your e-mail address on the enclosed reply envelope.

It•s as simple as that to make a difference!


