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Dear Friends,
A unique aspect of The

Homeless Families Foundation’s
advocacy and support for homeless
families is our focus on children.
The voice of Teresa Dowd still is
with us, filled with emotion and
compassion, “It’s the children…the
children.” Her words, and our 
mission to provide stability and
nurturing, resonate strongly 
with me.  

A great reward of my work is
talking with youngsters in the community about homeless-
ness, listening to their questions, painting a word picture
for them. I have been privileged to sit down with classes in
Hilliard and at The Columbus Academy to share with the
students that homelessness may not look like what they
think it does. A homeless child could look like any child in
the class, or on the soccer field, or at the mall.
Homelessness can happen because of varying circum-
stances. Parents of homeless children love their families just
as all parents cherish their children. 

I am gratified to let schoolchildren know that our families
are able to live together, children with their parents, and
that there is hope for their futures. I tell them that as the
staff helps parents work on their problems they also
encourage the children to keep growing and learning
through programs at The Dowd Education Center, HFF-
sponsored sports teams, and even the opportunity to shop
for clothes that look like what their peers are wearing. 

In this issue of our newsletter, you will read about 
meaningful and enjoyable ways in which you, too, can
become involved in activities that benefit HFF-families and
their children. Please share your personal feelings about 
the homeless with your own children, grandchildren, and 
family members, so that they can grow in their understand-
ing. Helping homeless families and their children could
become a terrific family affair!

Adrienne Corbett

NNeeww  TTrruusstteeee  SSppoottlliigghhttss
The HFF Board of Trustees welcomed two experienced
and committed new members in January. 

RRiicchhaarrdd  RR..  MMuurrpphheeyy  IIIIII  is a lifelong resident of Central
Ohio. He worked in commercial banking for 20 years and
now operates his own business – the Flower Galaxy –
located in the Lane Avenue Shops. Dick is a dedicated
community volunteer who believes in active, involved
service. 

LLoouuiissee  RRiiggggiinnss  SSeeiippeell  developed a career that
embraces and improves the lives of individuals and fami-
lies. She has served in the United Methodist Church for 26
years. Currently, Lou is Director of Supportive Services,
Community Properties of Ohio Managements Services, an
organization dedicated to stabilizing families in housing
and working with them to address other important life
issues. 

from the Executive Director...

Straight from the Big Apple
HFF is pleased to welcome its first full-time development

director, Rozanne Landers. Rozanne’s plans to move from
New York City to the Columbus area coincided with HFF’s
search for an outstanding development professional. We
can thank her son for noticing the ad in the newspaper
and alerting his mom to the opportunity, which he
described to her as “just the right job for you.” Rozanne
implemented successful major gift and planned giving 
programs during her recent 6-year tenure with the Catholic
Near East Welfare Association in NYC. She is familiar with
the issues of homelessness through her volunteer work as
a mentor to homeless women and a survey she conducted
with the employees of the New York City Rescue Mission,
an organization that houses homeless men and women.
Rozanne is eager to meet you - our donors, volunteers,
and friends. Look for her at Build Day on June 20 and for
many years to come.

Volunteer for Build Day
June 20                    Details inside...



Super Summer 
Coming to HFF

Catch the Excitement
Build a Playground!
Where: Behind Dowd Education Center
33 North Grubb Street
When: June 20
Time: 8:00 am Ð 3:00 pm

Kick-off: 8:30 am
Ribbon-cutting: 3:00 pm

What: More than 200 volunteers from Build-a-Bear Workshopª and HFF, 
organizers from KaBOOM!, and residents of the Columbus community will join 
forces to build a playground at the Dowd Center. The design of the playground is 
based on drawings developed by children at a Design Day held in April. To 
complete this done-in-a-day project, volunteers will work in groups, each with a 
build captain, to simultaneously assemble and construct various elements of the playground and then put it together Ð 
all in under 8 hours!
You: can join in the fun and accomplishment. Call 614/461-9247, ext. 19, to volunteer for the entire day or for the hours 
you are available.
Special Thanks: to Rotary Clubs of Columbus, Upper Arlington, and Dublin-Worthington for their contributions to the design, 
landscaping, labor, and planning.

Happy Birthday Build-A-Bear Workshop®

Build-A-Bear Workshop¨ is the corporate partner for the HFF playground and is funding the project as part of its 10th Birthday 
celebration. Build-A-Bear Workshop¨ will build 10 playgrounds in 10 cities in North America, beginning in Columbus at the 
Dowd Center!

Build-A-Bear Workshop¨ is the only global company that offers an interactive make-your-own stuffed animal retail-entertainment 
experience. Founded in St. Louis in 1997, the company currently operates more than 270 stores in the United States, Canada, the
United Kingdom and Ireland. The addition of franchise stores in Europe, Asia and Australia make Build-A-Bear Workshop¨ the leader
in interactive retail. In November 2004, the company expanded the make-your-own concept from stuffed animals to dolls with the
opening of its first friends 2B made® stores where guests can put together their own dolls. 

KaBOOM! Adds Spark to Dowd Center Facility
KaBOOM! is a national nonprofit organization that envisions a great place to play within walking distance of every child in Ame rica.
Over the past decade, KaBOOM! has used its innovative community-build model to bring together business and community interests to
construct over 1,100 new playgrounds, skateparks, sports fields and ice rinks across North America. KaBOOM! also offers a variety
of resources, including a web portal and online community, regional and national trainings, grants and publications for communities
that wish to plan a new playspace of their own. Headquartered in Washington DC, KaBOOM! also has offices in Chicago, Atlanta
and San Mateo, CA.

Dowd Education Center – All About Children
The staff and volunteers at the Dowd Center provide educational and enrichment programs for children of HFF families, children 
from other shelters, and at-risk children from Columbus Public Schools. The new playground will provide the children with a safe 
place to play.



Our list is ready for a month-long celebration of

Joy in June! Please check it out and decide how

you can participate in adding mid-summer com-

fort to the lives of our families and children.

Shopping with your family for our families and

bringing your contributions to the HFF office

might make for an eye-opening vacation activity

to share with your children and grandchildren. 

CCllootthhiinngg  oouurr  TTeeeennss  ffoorr  SScchhooooll  iinn  FFaallll

¥ Gift cards to use when taking our teens

to select their own school clothes: 

Target, Famous Footware, Old Navy,

and other stores that appeal to teens.

SSeenndd  ggiifftt  ccaarrddss  ttoo  tthhee  aatttteennttiioonn  ooff

NNaattaalliiee  oorr  KKaarriiee  aatt::  

TThhee  HHoommeelleessss  FFaammiilliieess  FFoouunnddaattiioonn,,  

665511  WWeesstt  BBrrooaadd  SSttrreeeett,,  

CCoolluummbbuuss,,  OOhhiioo,,  4433221155

RReessttoocckkiinngg  oouurr  HHoouusseehhoolldd  SShheellvveess  

¥ Twin size bedding Ð new or gently used

¥ Pillows - new

¥ Bath and kitchen towels Ð new or 

gently used

¥ Cleaning supplies: all-purpose cleaners,

powdered laundry soaps, dish washing

detergents, cleansers

¥ Pots and pans sets Ð new

¥ Paper products for families: toilet paper,

paper towels, napkins 

¥ Paper products for Dowd Center: paper

towels, napkins, paper plates, plastic

tableware

Call Natalie or Karie at 

614/461-9247 to arrange for 

delivery of your items.

JJ ooyy  iinn  JJ uunneeJJ ooyy  iinn  JJ uunnee
((PPoosstt  oonn  rreeffrriiggeerraattoorr  ttoo  rreemmiinndd  yyoouu  ooff  tthhiiss

ssppeecciiaall  hhaappppeenniinngg!!))

Spring Benefit Sprouts
Generosity and Thanks

Guests at HFFÕs Spring Benefit gathered on May 6th for an
evening of camaraderie and learning in the elegant and inviting
home of hosts, Kathy and Jim Rutherford. The event was presented
by the New Albany Company and New Albany Realty as part of
The New Albany Classic Signature Series. The entire HFF family is
deeply appreciative to the New Albany Company, New Albany
Realty, and the Rutherfords for their generous gifts of place, oppor-
tunity, and financial support!  

Accolades, too, for the event chairs: Amy Chapman, Lou Ann
Ransom, Kathy Rutherford, and Valerie Swiatek. Funds from the
Spring Benefit directly assist the families and children of HFF, allow-
ing our staff to provide comprehensive programs and services to fit
the mission. Generous supporters and friends made this memorable
evening possible, and we thank them sincerely for their confidence
and loyalty!

Platinum Sponsors
AEP Ohio, New Albany Company, New Albany Realty 

and Scotts Miracle-Gro Company 

Event Sponsor
Limited Brands

Partners
Abercrombie & Fitch

Battelle
Barbara and Bill Bonner Family Foundation

Hexion Chemical

Leaders
Amy and Jim Chapman
Columbia Gas of Ohio
Edwards Companies

Huntington Bank
JPMorgan Chase

Lou Ann Moritz Ransom and Buss Ransom
White Castle System, Inc.

BBeenneeffaaccttoorrss
Evie and Joe Casselli

Ralph W. Fallon Builder, Inc.
Grange Insurance Companies

Mettler Toledo
Nationwide

Porter Wright Morris & Arthur, LLP
Peggy and Jack Rafferty

Kathy and James Rutherford
Lynne and Steve Smith

Vorys Sater Seymour and Pease, LLP

FFrr iieennddss
Debbie and Ron Brooks
Tim and Marilu Faber

Donna and Jay Margolis

Benefit hosts, Kathy and Jim Rutherford, speaker, Janice Berry, Board chair,
Ann Foster Miller.
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The Homeless Families Foundation
651 West Broad Street
Columbus, Ohio 43215
614-461-9247
www.homelessfamiliesfoundation.org

The Homeless Families Foundation receives support from the Community Shelter
Board and its funders, which include the City of Columbus, the Franklin County
Board of Commissioners, and the United Way of Central Ohio, supplementing the
most generous donations of numerous individuals, corporations, foundations and
community organizations.
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A go-getting committee, energized by the tremendous
success of last year’s Come Home for the Holidays, is on
the prowl for:

• Corporate and Individual Sponsors
• Fantastic Auction Packages and Items

• Action-oriented Volunteers
If you see yourself in any or all of these categories, 

contact Casey Clark at the HFF office. It’s not too early to
think about bringing a group of friends, employees, or
family members to the November 2 party, featuring fine
wines and specialty beers, an hors d’oeuvre and dessert
buffet, and raffle and silent auction.
A bevy of generous sponsors and 265 guests last year

raised $80,000 for direct services to the families and 
children of HFF. We are grateful to all of these supporters
and are proud to acknowledge the sponsors by name!

Thank You to Our 2006 Sponsors
Gift of a Future

Steve and Suzi McVoy

Gift of Nurturing
Commerce National Bank of Columbus

Columbus Board of REALTORS Foundation Fund
Rod and Casey Clark

Lane Bryant
Jim and Kathy Rutherford

Gift of Caring
Tom and Debbie Comer

Robert Harbrecht
Star Leasing Company
Jon and Mary Tabor

Worthington Square Mall
The Dublin Jerome High School Golf Team and

Altenburg, Cress & Detjen
Merrill Lynch & Co.

Come Home 
for the Holidays

Save the
Date...

November 2, 2007
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